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In the Trenches Before Vicksburg

The evening after the battle of
Champions Hills we lay on onr arms
a short distance west of the bat
tlefield near Bakers Creek At dawn
Sunday May 17 we were up and movin
on to victory After a rapid march of
about 10 miles we reached the Bis Black
where our advance columns were warmly
enpiped with the enemy but Shermans
men having crossed the river above us
caused the enemy in onr front to melt
away like snow under a warm sun

The pontoons were now thrown across
the Black and our advance colunins were
soon climbiug the bluffs on the west side
It now being dark we went into bivouac
till morning

We remained in camp on the Big Black
until about 10 oclock the following morn-
ing

¬

when the silvery notes of Morts bu-
gle

¬

once more called us into line We now
turned our faces in the direction of Vicks
burg and that night went into camp four
miles from the city By G oclock the

morning of May 19 wc were again in mo-
tion

¬

The thundering of heavy guns in
our front seemed to infuse new life into
our bodies as we hastened to the support
of our comrades Upon reaching the front
we were ordered in line on the reserve
where we remained through the day and
succeeding night

Being anxious to learn more of our sur-
roundings

¬

a number of us ascended a
Flight elevation in our front when behold
There before us stretched away a long line
of rebel works We had been there but
a short time when a rebel battery threw
several solid shot in our vicinity We
hastily retired behind the hill

The following day we remained in re-
serve

¬

but were ordered to hold ourselves
in readiness to move at a moments no
tice Heavy cannonading occurred at in
tervals throughout the day but no infan-
try firing save by the sharpshooters of
friend and foe

Early May 21 our regiment moved for
ward along the Jackson road and went
into position in a bushy ravine directly in
front of the enemys heavy works At
short distance away was Fort Hill De
golyers boys were on hand and hurled a
terrific storm of iron over our heads and
into the enemys works which we imag ¬

ined caused the unfriendly heads watch ¬

ing us to turn back somersaults into their
works and grant us a little more respect

The enemys batteries responded and
we were treated to the grandest display
of iron hail we had ever witnessed Un
fortunately one of Degolyers guns threat
ened to do-- us injury as some or the shells
had an unpleasant habit of exploding just
as they left the muzzle and there was no
way of telling just where the pieces would
strike It lv Scott sent back word to
Capt Degolycr to give that slobbering
gun a rest

We think we are safe in saying that up
to this time our position on the Jackson
road was nearer to the enemys works
than was that of any other regiment in
Logans Division Late in the day orders
were issued by Gen Grant for a simulta-
neous

¬

assault by the three corps investing
the enemys lines to take place at 10
oclock the following morning The day
closed with luavy cannonading all along
the lines of the blue and the gray

ASSAULT OF MAY 22
Heavy firing continued throughout the

night and at daylight May 22 grew more
rapid and furious then the artillery ceased
and all remained quiet except the incessant
tiring of the pickets

Promptly at the appointed hour the sig-
nal

¬

gun was fired and the assault com-
menced

¬

The assaulting columns moved
forward under a furious fire from the
enemys artillery and infantry which was
responded to by nearly 100 guna along Mc
Phereons front The three points of at-
tack

¬

were the enemys works in our front
the city by the mortars opposite and the
river batteries by the gunboats

Heavy cannonading and steady roll of
musketry mingled with the howling of
shot and shell and whistling of musket
balls made the day one long to be remem-
bered

¬

At the designated hour our regi-
ment

¬

made a rapid forward movement and
a demonstration against the enemys main
fort just north of the Jackson road and
gained a new position about 200 yards in
front of the enemys heavy works where
we remained till nightfall when we re¬

turned to our first position
In a history of the Seventeenth Corps

Army of the Tennessee I find the follow-
ing

¬

The CSth Ohio was the only regi ¬

ment of the Second Brigade Third Divi-
sion

¬

that participated in the assault on
May 22 The same work gives our regi ¬

ments loss during the day as eight
wounded

The assault on the enemys lines was
extremely gallant on the part of the men
engaged Bnt in vain did they try to
breast a storm of shot and shell that
rained in one ceaseless raging torrent upon
them At last the bugles sounded a recall
and the bleeding columns fell sullenly back
beaten for the first time since crossing the
Mississippi The enemys works were too
strong to be taken that way though some
regiments succeeded in planting their flags
close up under the enemys works They
were not able to maintain their position
therefore very reluctantly retired from a
too close proximity to a line of powerful
earthworks which vomited forth death
and destruction

May 23 we began to settle down to a
new life The assault on the previous day
had been a failure and we now entered
upon a regular and determined siege
which progressed satisfactorily for 40 long
flays and nights and ended on the glorious
day of our Nations birth

We started the construction of roads
around the hills or over them to the Yazoo
Biver in the rear of our army and soon

supplies of food began to reach us which
we needed very badly We had left onr
tents kunpsacks and cooking utensils nt
M Mil mis Bend- - and many of these arti
cles we never saw again In fact we
were hard up for cooking utensils and
shelter from a boiling hot southern sun
However our canteens served us well in
our dilemma One half of the canteen was
used for a frying pan and our tincups for
coffee pots

May M to 27 we were occupying our
first position in front of Degolyers bat ¬

tery AH this time there was more or less
artillery firing and npt a little musketry
We soon became accustomed to the roar
of heavy guns and the whiz of minics

May 20 an armistice of some hours
duration was observed to permit friend
and foe to remove and bury those who
fell on the 22d The field presented a
sickening sight

During the cessation of hostilities a
number of the enemy deserted their colors

A CHARGE WAS OHDERED lA TAKE THE WORKS

and came into our lines but after the
armistice was ended the ball again opened
We were friends one moment enemies the
next and seeking to destroy each other

Heavy cannonading lasted all night A
number of the enemys shells struck in the
hollow near us wounding several of our
regiment One large shell struck in the
camp of the 30th 111 killing and wound-
ing

¬

a number of men
rjr THE YAZOO

Early the morning of Vie 27th we were
taken out of the line investing Aicksburg
one brigade from each division and
marched out on the Itidsc road toward
Yazoo City for the purpose of holding and
engaging Gen Johnston it being reported
that he had assembled a large force to at-
tack

¬

our rear AVe marched about 40 miles
into the country but Johnstons heavy
force developed into a small body of guer-
rilla

¬

cavalry which hastily retired upon
our approach

The eveping of the second day out we
arrived in the vicinity of the little village
of Mechanicsville and went into bivouac
on the south side of a deep and wooded
ravine Several of the boys crossed the
ravine In our front were several build-
ings

¬

belonging to some rich planter While
we were engaged in discussing the project
of making the place a visit there appeared
near the buildings a number of the enemy
We now remained quiet and counted heads
before opening the battle which however
was never inscribed on our regiments Hag
Joe Harpel ordered the boys in low tones
to scatter out and at a given signal to
charge the rebels who were seemingly ig-

norant
¬

of our presence We scattered as
Joe ordered and then waited his further
pleasure which soon rang out Battalion
run shoot and yell jiarch And away
we went after those Johnnies firing our
guns and yelling The enemy must have
thought that the whole of Gen Grants
army was after them as they left that
vicinity too badly frightened to even think
of their guns In the bouse we found a
table loaded with the necessaries of life
which we placed in our haversacks The
house was found to be occupied by some
old folks who of course were Union peo
ple out under a feather bed was found a
small arsenal of muskets carbines etc
The writer captured a revolver and a
Sharps carbine The carbine he soon after
sold to Sergt Spurgeon then First Ser-
geant

¬

of Co A We shortly afterwards
recrossed the swamp and joined our regi
ment with fat haversacks and a whole ar-
senal of firearms

The morning of May 31 we took up our
line or marcu down tne lazoo Jtivcr de
stroying everything as we moved forward
that might be of use to the cnemv and
late in the afternoon went into camp near
Harness Bum where June 1 found us

One evening about this time Bunker
dubbed by the boys Capt Bunker who
was engaged in the dangerous calling of
scoutand spy suddenly appeared before
the pickets of one of cur companion regi ¬

ments and was taken prisoner supposed
to be a genuine rebel The supposed rebel
demanded to be immediately taken to the
oenerals headquarters which request
was granted J he guard in passing to the
rear with Bunker in charge passed close
to a CSth Ohio camp fire around which a
group of olficcrs wero standing drying
tneir ciotnes as n neavy rain had fallen
when some one called out Hello Bunk
have they got you The officer in charge
overhearing the remark called a halt and
ordered the guard to About face To your
posts March lsunker now went on his
way rejoicing while the officers felt sold
that he bad captured Gen Grants trusted
scout

Bunker did some fine work for Gen
Grant during the Vicksburg campaign en-
tering

¬

Vicksburg several times and secur-
ing

¬

reliable information as to the enemys
earthworks number of men etc To
everyone who tried to quiz him as to where
he had been and what he had seen he
would tell of his desperate encounters and
hair breadth escapes until his listeners
were convinced that he was the liipinwt
liar on earth to everyone except his Gen-
eral

¬

nETUIJN TO VICKSBUno

We remained In camp near Hainess
Bluff until the morning of June when
we were relieved by a division of troops
that had come to Gen Grants assistance
from the North Our command then start-
ed

¬

for the trenches at Vicksburg The day
was blistering hot but wc moved forwardthrough clouds of dust until about noon
when reaching a beautiful stream of wa-
ter

¬

a halt was ordered to make coffee
un tne opposite side of the road from

our watering place was a body of troops
in camp who had a guard on duty along
a rail fence No sooner bad w tncK nl
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of the rails on this fence to start a camp
fire when they were stopped by the men
on guard causing some little excitement
An officer rode up and ordered the guard
to arrest every man who touched one of
those rails

Gen Blair who had observed the diffi
culty rode forward nntl inquired of the
officer in command of the men guarding
the rails Colonel where is your regi ¬

ment To which the officer replied with
a wave of his hand Over there Very
well said Gen Blair and I have the
honor of commanding the men over here
Then turning to his men he said Boys
take those rails and make your coffee
adding dont you take anything but the
top rails Being accustomed to obeying
orders we complied but when we removed
the top rail the next ono would be the
top etc as long as a rail remained

After the above little colloquy Blair
rode away with a merry twinkle in his
eyes The Colonel now inquired Who
was that olllcer when one of the boys
replied Gen GrantV Oh thunder
the officer was heard to say as he rode
away Thereafter we never had our right
to build a camp fire disputed

In the afternoon we resumed our march
While marching down the Yazoo bottoms
a terrific thunder storm burst upon us A
halt was now ordered and our regiment
broke ranks We had taken refuge under
the spreading branches of some large trees
near the road when a terrible crashing
grinding report of heavens artillery ren
dered us speechless A tree under which
some of the boys were standing had been
struck but fortunately no one was serious ¬

ly injured though some of our guns that
were against the side of the tree were
rendered worthless After the storm passed
over we marched about three miles when
a halt was ordered for the coming night

rarly June 4 we were again set in mo
tion but as we were getting accustomed

to walking we soon covered the distance
to our camp then located in a hollow a
half mile from the trenches of Vicksburg
Shortly after reaching our camp a voice
was heard calling C3th Ohio heres your
mail ro more the thought of being tired
or hungry as that most welcome voice
brought every comrade to his feet Bunch-
es

¬

and packages were handed over to the
Orderly Sergeant of each company The
Orderly would then mount a log or a
stump and call out the names on the en-
velopes

¬

passing out each one as its owner
answered Here When the last name
was called and the last letter delivered the
men would retire to some quiet place to
read and meditate upon what they con-
tained

¬

of joy or sorrow love or friendship
IX THE TRENCHES

June 5 we were assigned to duty in the
line investing Vicksburg where we re-
mained

¬

until June 22 During the siege
covering the intervening time wc occupied
a position on the Jackson road Near by
was a battery of siege guns that had been
brought forward from the Yazoo landing
during our absence

The formidable works of the enemy once
more loomed up in our front These to all
appearances were deserted But upon
closely observing the top or that long line
of earthworks we could now and then sec
a head when a leaden ball would whisper
a word or caution for the owner to tukc
it down The same whispers were heard
on our side and we were not long in line
before the besieged city before we learned
that those leaden messengers carried death
with them as well as words of caution

If the enemys heads were not visible to
us we would lire at- - the upper part of
their works well knowing that many
heads were in that vicinity

We felt able to maintain our nosition
and that the end would be all right How¬

ever we needed shovels and picks that
we might be able to more thoroughly in
trench ourselves in due time these came
after which a detail was made from each
regiment to dig rifle pits and zigzag trench ¬

es in the direction of the enemy This
work well remembered by us may not be
so plain to others When in range of the
enemy s guns trained upon us from dif-
ferent

¬

directions we were compelled to
guard ourselves against them all If we
dug a trench straight toward the enemy
either infantry or artillery would get in a
position to shoot through the whole length
of it But if we dug the trench crooked
and threw the dirt up high on the side
next to the enemy we increased our
chances of living a while longer which
most of us preferred to do We never dug
our trench far enough in one direction to
make it possible for the enemy to rake it
with his deadly fire but made frequent
turns when chug The enemys leaden
and iron balls would go into the piled up
dirt But the most of this dangerous
though important work was done under
the cover of darkness

Where there was special danger we dug
the trench quite deep and threw up the
dirt for our defense and by so doing the
enemy could not hit us until he first shot
a hole through the piled up dirt AVe never
dug our trench so deep that we required
long ladders to climb out And right here
I am reminded of a plate in Hcadleys life
of GcniGrant where in the siege of Vicks-
burg

¬

the soldiers are represented carrying
ladders to scale the enemys works In re-
ply

¬

I ask How many of the heroes ofVicksburg ever saw one of those ladders
Generally when digging in the trench

the head or end men would be compelled to
prosecute their work under the protection
of a sap roller which consistodof n mnml
basket eight or 10 feet long and from four
iu six ieec in uiamcter jiiese rollers were
made of woven wire and willow brush the
center firmly packed with cotton and as
we moved forward these were rolled over
aim over straight toward the enemy and
in front of those working in the trench
thus protecting them from tlm fi irsharpshooters

Under these friendly protections we
worked our way toward the enemys lines
notwithstanding the ceaseless vnllnva nf
musketry and n blazing sun

Meantime there was more noise aroundus than that made by the muskets of
friend and foe as back behind us wasplanted our batteries which at inton niu
would send shot nnd shell over our heads
and into the enemys works Our guns
were sure to get a response from the ene-
my

¬

and there was nothing that would
flatten us out in the trenches so quickly
as the roar of the enemys heavy siege
gun named Whistling Dixio na ita
derous shell came shrieking and squalling

niv mi in uur uirection and ex-
ploded

¬

in our lines On nm nmtinn
of these big shells failed to explode whensome of the boys went and dug it out ofarms than tho boys made a rush for somo the ground Therebel measured 11 inches

i

Our colored boyDickuscd to explain
to us the language of those ponderous
rebel shells or as Jhe styed them

What is you What is
you Here yoir-is-bim-

g Shells from
uiltcreut guns made dittercnt noises when
passing through the air bnt our Dick was
equal to the occasion and translated the
voice of another asl 1seff eomin whars
Uat nigger 1 se uicoimnJtwhars dat nig

erV in the trenches the danger from
tray balls was notryfcry great so long as
ve kept our uodicsliftmidnjur works On

one occasion one ofCo I1 raised himself
above the works nnfihoukAl to the enemy
only a lew yards 4iwayIOb you fools
you cant hit anybody Iinuiediately fol
lowing Johns assertion was a thump The
-- liot had struck our comrades head The
wound did not prove fatal

A day spent m the trench was any¬

thing but agreeable as the scorching rays
of Old Sol poured down without any re
paid to our comtort V e would stand in
uiud and water for hours where not a
oieath of air was stirring with a Mid-
summers

¬

sun beating down upon us until
we lelt a sene of smothering suffocation
especial attention would always be given
us when moving past any exposed posi ¬

tion and a liberal sprinkling of rebel shot
and shell would generally increase our de
sire to gain the protection of some friendly
shelter If we could not readily reach shel ¬

ter we would lie down and flatten out as
thin as possible then tutu ourselves edge ¬

ways to the enemy until the tiring ceased
when we were up and away HKe a shot
occasionally when on duty m the trenches
we would elevate our caps on ramroads
so they would show above the wonts lu
order to test the murkmuuship of the ene
my Sometimes the enemy hit the mark
which fact taught us to be careful of our
neads when they were inside of our caps

As a rule we went on duty every other
morning that is about halt of the regi
ment would be ordered out each morning
to relieve those who were on duty the pie- -
vious day Oftentimes when m camp we
were engaged in writing letters to our
Northern homes many of which cast a

shadow over a homo circle When these
with trembling hands and aching

ueaits the seal was broken and after long
days and weeks of weary watching and
waiting the tidings they brought to many
an itching heart were killed wounded or
missing

as l have said our camp was located
on the low grounds a half mile iu the rear
but not far enough away to escape the
mewing mid shrieking of balls and shells
trom the enemys guns Therefore wc re¬

mained quiet as there was no particular
pleasure in rambling about the hills and
ravines where balls and shells were fall-
ing

¬

Many were the daily incidents of the
long and trying siege which bliould I try
to enumerate would fill a volume We
usd to go on duty directly in front of the
formidable Fort Hill to the left of the
Jackson road where we made ourselves
as comfortable as possible never failing
to observe all precautions and with a good
head protection do the watching and
shooting while our comrades did the rest-
ing

¬

Our trenches or rille pits were pro
vided with head logs which were propped
up a few inches leaving a space large
enough to poke our guns vtirougu as often
as occasion required Uut should we de¬

part from this rule of warfare and expose
any portion or our uotiy auove ncau log
we were almost sure to be rewarded by
hearing the whiz of a rcbclball Once the
head log was hurlednto the trench upon
Uo l by a solid snot from the enemy Co
F immediately cnriie to the rescue and
helped to extricate tho boys from n not
very desirable situation Strange as it may
appear none was seriously injured

wmsTraxa dick
Some writers coirtend that there was no

heavy gun called Whistling Dick in posi-
tion

¬

anywhere along Grants line We
claim however that a 10 inch gun was
brought up from the Yazoo landing nnd
on June 10 was placed iu position on Mc
Ihersons line AVe also claim that it was
this gnu Whistling Dick that silenced the
enemys gun named AVhLstling Dixie which
was in position some distance in the rear
of the enemys maiif Ifue Dick played an
important part in MclIiersons front and
succeeded in silencing u number of the
enemys guns

June 14 a number of the heavy guns of
the enemy gave Dick their attention Dick
however stood the racket without injury
and at regular intervals growled out his
response Larly the next morning the
enemy made another effort to silence our
Dick but without success Dick continued
to hurl shells to the close of the siege

Night after night we were entertained
03-

- a grand display of fireworks from Com ¬

modore Porters fleet of mortar boats an
chored in the river above the besieged city
The burning fuse of the large shells from
the guns of friend and foe was a grand
sight and from our position in the trenches
we would watch them as they described a
half circle through the air accompanied
by an unearthly screeching noise that
would strike terror to the hearts of those
not used to them AVhen one of the ene ¬

mys heavy guns gave us its attention and
sent a 100 pound shell in our direction it
was not quite so entertaining

LOGAN IN THE TIIENCHES

One day during a terrific artillery en ¬

gagement Gen Logan joined us iu the
trenches However to see Logan in the
trenches was nothing unusual but upon
this occasion Logan observed some of his
men standing in an exposed position earn-
estly

¬

engaged in watching the puffs of
smoke from the enemys works and ap¬

parently oblivious of the fact that they
were a target for the enemys sharpshoot ¬

ers Logan in commanding tones ordered
the men down saying Men dont un-
necessarily

¬

expose yourselves The men
complied while Logan walked along the
trench to a point winch seemed fitted for
his purpose when raising himself up higfi
enough to get a good view of the enemys
works he drew his field glass and was in-

tently
¬

studying the enemys line of battle
when one of the men in the trench ad¬

dressed him General please get down
dont unnecessarily expose yourself

To this sally which was only to remind
the General of his own words of caution
to the boys Logan in his usual happy
vein replied Boys never mind me It
takes men to make good soldiers we can
nnd a ueneral almost anywhere The
enemy had a hand grenade or shell These
were about six inches long by three inches
in diameter with a short fuse attached
After lighting this fuse the shell was
thrown over into our trench only a few
yards away Sometimes it burst but
often it was seized bV willing bands and
iiirown wick to tiiosu mat sent ir there
to play mischief among its friends

wooiEtt axifo
Such incidents i remind us that there

were men in our regiment who were first
and foremost in putting into practice any
scheme to molest theenemy Of Hanson
Barr a member of Co Oix will make sne- -
cial mention Comrade Barr served on de-
tached

¬

duty with the Thifd Division En
gineers and to him was given the credit
of devising and constructing two mortars
made from a sweet gnm log These wood
en guns were placed in convenient Ioca
tions in the trenches and- proved to be of
service in tossing shells over the enemy s
breastworks at short range which must
have created conslernatiouiu the enemys
ranks I am credibly informed that one
or these wooden guns is still on exhibition
at the Smithsonian Institute in tho City
of AVashington

COONSKIN

There was another character who was
known to the officers and men of Logans
Division by tho sobriquet of Coonskin
so called because he wore a peculiar head ¬

dress made of coonskin He was a noted
shcrpshooter named Fuster a member of
the 23d Ind Others however givo his
name as Pennock 32d Ohio Coonskin
erected near a battery of 32 pound guns
an observatory made of railroad ties
where from his elevated position ho could
plainly see into the enemys breastworks
and report anything of importnnco to Gen
Grants headquarters Ho was afterward
captured while on tho Atlanta campaign
and was in prison with Scott Poo and
Urquhart ot our regiment and was ex ¬

changed with them

FonT mix
I have said that in front of Logans Di-

vision
¬

nnd cloe to the Jackson road was
theenemys Fort Hill It was decided by
our Engineer Officer Hickculdoper or Mc ¬

phersons staff to undermine this fort and
blow it up Accordingly on June 10 a
portion of our regiment was engaged in
digging n deep diagonal trench which led
directly under the rebel fort

Iu some manner the enemy learned what
was being done and made an effort to
head our miners off by digging counter
trenches so that the explosion would
break out at the sides nnd save the fort
During the progress of this work the min
ers of the blue nnd the gray were at times
so close together that they could hear the
thumps of each others picks A turn
would then be made in some other direc
tion and thus they avoided coming to-
gether In due time the mine was com-
pleted whereupon a large quantity of pow
der was carried in a fuse was then at
tached and on June Si the match was ap
plied lining an immense body of dirt and
in a measure leveling the enemys works
Simultaneous with the explosion a charge
was ordered to take the works but with
out success though a fierce struggle en ¬

sued for possession
It was said that when the mine was

fired a number of the enemy were hoisted
in an informal manner over into our
trenches and nmoug the number was a
rather intelligent colored man who when
asked his views upon the situation and
what he thought of the shake up replied

I sah didnt had time to think fur de
fust ting I knowd dc groun begin to shake
and dis nigger begin to go up A com-
rade

¬

askedhim how high he went Dun
dont know sah for sure was his reply

Guess twas bout half a mile AVhen Is
a comin down I dun met a white feller
goin up Never stop to ax him whars
you gwang

To be continued

A KID SOLDIER

Some of His Experiences With the 57th Ohio
for Nearly Four Years

Editoii National Tkibune Allow me
space to give your readers and the surviv-
ing

¬

members of the 57th Ohio a history of
my service with and in that regiment and
especially Co I from Jan 27 1SU2 at
Camp Chase until Aug S 18153 AVe left
Camp Chase O March 15 1802 Pitts ¬

burg Landing was our first engagement
April 5 and 7 The first man to fall of
our regiment was at Paducah where one
fooled with an old flintlock musket that
had been captured snapping it at first one
nnd then another until it exploded killing
instantly a messmate

Here are the engagements that wc took
part in Shiloh Corinth Chickasaw Bay-
ou

¬

Arkansas Post Haines Bluff Black
Itiver Vicksburg May 10 and 22 the en-
tire

¬

siege Jackson Missionary Itidge
Chickamaugn Kenesaw Mountain where
our most noble Colonel A V Itice lost
his leg Mav Uod bless him in Ms nlil
age and Atlanta

I think some of the bovs will recollect
wnen we were urd on while guarding a
wagon train going from Corinth to Mem
phis The Johnnies fired on us about
halfway between a schoolhouse and a
farmhouse The schoolhouse was on
the left on a hill the farmhouse
on our right about three quarters
of a mile from the schoolhouse There
was a buggy showed up in the morning
with two men in it They showed up a
second time just as the firing was finished
Ono of Co I and myself made prisoners
of tho two men If I recollect right he
belonged to Co A He started for the
regiment and I guarded the men One
of them said to the other Lets go the
boy wont shoot Just at that moment
I cocked the old Austrian rille and stepped
behind the buggy putting them between
me nnd the regiment They stood quietly
without any further coaxing and when
Col Itice and Col Muugin returned with
the regiment I turned them over to Col
Itico a prisoners AVe always understood
that ono of tho prisoners proved to be a
Lieutenant Colonel in the rebel army AVe
reached Memphis without any more trou-
ble

¬

AVe were not lone in Memnhis when
an old fanner came in with a load of ap- -
pics aim wouiunt take anything but Con- -
leuerati money We had none of that
brand but had to have the apples AAe
halted in front of Co I AVe got the
apples all right and of course enjoyed
them

AVhile I was taking the coupling pin out
vi me nnwi pan ot the farmers wagon
other boys were stealing a linch pin out of
the wheels Great was the spill of apples
E E Boot ordered the old man to move
on of course he went but the fruit
stayed He went to Morgan L Smith
Brigadier General and complained of his
loss He told the General that a little
Yankee lumped his apples out there in
that goldarned outfit on tho right of his
quarters So I was sent for and reported
and told just how the trick was turned
and got out ot it nil right I was not out
long before I found that I could have more
chance to escape minishment by telling the
truth than by fibbing

AVe were mustered out nt Little Rock
Ark Boys I often see in imagination
that masked battery grinning in our faces
as it did over 35 years ago at Arkansas
Post

I was known during my service as Pat-
sy

¬

the Kid and served with both the
old and new organizations I never missed
a inarch or an engagement the resrimoiit-
was in irom Shiloh to At anta I was
too young to enlist but was there dur
ing tne entire service of the Fourth Bri
gade lourth Division Fifteenth Corns I
was wounded at Aicksburg May 22 18C2
in me rigin oreast tne bullet passing
through the right lung at the top During
an engagement I was sometimes caring
for die wounded and at other times
handled a musket at the front doing duty
like n regularly enlisted and paid soldier
I have a bill pending in Congress now
having as its sponsor nnd originator Hon
E It Bidgley Representative from my
district providing for an linrmr ilil iii
charge as a soldier and for a place on the
rous oi uo i oith Ohio from January
1802 until Aug 8 18C3 to which I am
honestly and rightfully entitled I want
the assistance of my old comrades in my
case AVill they not write to me I was
born in Columbus O on March 17 1Rrn
and served for nearly four years withoutpay or other reward and I am still ready
at any time my country calls to go to her
aid Patmck Conon or Patsy the
Kid AAeir City Kan

COL JENISONS REGIMENTS

One Who Served With Him Telia of His Ex-
periences

¬

Editoh National Tiubcne I noticed
in Picket Shots that Comrade Crafts says
Jenison was Colonel of the 15th Kan
Cav which is correct so far as it goes

In September 1S01 Col Jenison organ-
ized

¬

the 7th Kan Cav called the KansasJnyhawkers After the regiment was
filled we were sent to Missouri to get
mules for our Quartermasters train Aiv
remained in Missouri until the Spring of
-- - mucrai iu iori neiley Kan to form a part of an expedi
lion as escort to a wagon train for Fort
union in jh put were turned back on
our way out

We camped nt Lawrence Kan ThereJenison made a speech to the regiment
which it was said was intended to cause
mutiny of the regiment but it had no ef-
fect

¬

on the boys and was not intended for
mat purpose still lialleek had him ar-
rested

¬

From Fort Reiley the brigade consist-
ing

¬

of the 1st 7th 8th Kan 12th 13th
AVis 2d Kan Battery under Gen Bob
Mitchel wero sent to Fort Leavenworth
where we shipped for the South to rein-
force

¬

Grant at Shiloh but we were too
late and after looking tho battlefield over
I was glad wo wero late

This was the last we saw of Col Jeni-
son

¬

Maj Lee was commissioned Colonel
of the regiment and in 18G3 commissioned
Brigadier General After Jenison got
out of this trouble he got permission to
raise tho 15th Kan Cav and was com-
missioned

¬

Colonel of the regiment
The 7th Kan fought in seven oi the

DO YOU GET UP

WITH A LAME BACK

feIELcflit m tmmE Sit

Do You Have Rheumatism Have You
Bladder or Uric Acid Trouble

To Prove what SwampRoot the Great Kidney and Bladder

Remedy will do for YOU all our Readers May Have a
Sample Bottle Sent Free by Mail

Pain or dull ache in the back is unmis ¬

takably evidence of kidney trouble It is
Natures timely warning to show you that
tne track of health is not clear

If these danger signals are unheeded
more serious results are sure to follow
Bright disease which is the worst form
of kidney trouble may steal upon you

The mild and the extraordinary effect
of the world famous kidney and bladder
remedy Swamp Boot is soon realized
It stands the highest for its wonderful
cures of the most distressing cases A
trial will convince anyone and you may
have a sample bottle for the asking

Lame back is only one symptom of kid-
ney

¬

trouble one of many Other symp-
toms

¬

showing that you need Swamp
Boot are obliged to pass water often dur-
ing

¬

the day and to get up many times at
night inability to hold your urine smart-
ing

¬

or irritation in passing brick dust or
sediment in the urine catarrh of the blad-
der

¬

constant headache dizziness sleep-
lessness

¬

nervousness irregular heart
beating rheumatism bloating irritability
wornout feeling lack of ambition loss of
flesh sallow complexion

If your water when allowed to remain
undisturbed in a glass or bottle for 24
hours forms a sediment or settling or has
a cloudy appearance it is evidence that

rebellions States in four years I think
this ought to settle the question of what
regiment Col Jenison commanded as I
was a soldier in Co I 7th Kan Cav
from the beginning to the end of the war

AAe were also sent AVest with Gen
Dodge to look after stray Indians then
back and were mustered out at Fort
Leavenworth Alfjied Chill Co I 7th
Kan Cav AVathena Kan

A Sketch of the 13th Ky

Editor National Tribune The 13th
Ky was recruited during the months of
September and October 1SC1 at Greens
burg Ky and was organized and mus-
tered

¬

into the service at Camp Hobson
Taylor Co Ky Dec 31 1SG1 by Capt
L M Kellogg United States Mustering
Officer for three years or during the war
with the following field officers Edward
II Hobson Colonel John B Carlile Lieuten-

ant-Colonel William E Hobson Ma
lor Chas D Moore Surgeon AAilliam
W AAoodruff Adjutant AAilliam B Crad
dock Quartermaster and Isaac AV Em
mcrson Chaplain

The regiment left Columbia Ky Feb
11 1802 for Shiloh Tenn and arrived on
the battlefield with Buells command about
midnight April ti and participated in the
second days battle from early morning
until the enemy retreated Lieut Col
Carlile resigned Feb 15 1803 and Maj
AV E Hobson was promoted Lieutenant
Colonel and Capt Ben P Estes Major
Col E H Hobson was promoted Brigadier--

General March 13 1803 for distin
guished gallantry on the field of Shiloh
and AV E Hobson was made Colonel B
P Estes Lieutenant Colonel and Capt
John P Duncan Major

Col AV E Hobson had the distinction
of being tho youngest Colonel in the serv ¬

ice being only 20 years of age and was
a part of the time in command of a bri ¬

gade The regiment first served in Boyles
Brigade Crittendens Division of Buells
army but after the siege of Knoxvillc was
assigned to the Second Brigade Second
Division Twenty third Corps Army of
the Ohio and participated in the follow-
ing

¬

Shiloh Corinth Perryville Huffs
Ferry Linoir Station Campbells Station
siege of Knoxvillc Atlanta Campaign in
cluding Rocky Face Bridge Buzzards
Itoost and Kenesaw Mountain Rcsaca
Atlanta July 22 nnd Jonesboro

After the fall of Atlanta and the battle
of Jonesboro the regiment returned to
Kentucky and was mustered out at Louis
ville Jan 1 isim on expiration oi term
of service E F Tuckek Grcensburg
Ky

Men and Doings of the 121st Ohio

Editor National Tribune The 121st
Ohio was organized at Delaware O Sept
11 1802 for three years It was mustered
out at AAashington D C June S 1SG5
It was principally recruited from the
Counties of Union Delaware Knox Mor
row Hardin and Marion with small
groups from adjoining Counties This reg
iment served in tne Thirty fourth ungaae
Tenth Division the Second Brigade First
Division Reserve Corps and the aecond

EYESIGHT
RESTORED

Falling EyesightCataracts or Blindness Cured
without the use of the knife

Dr W O Coffee the noted eye specialist of Des
Moines Iowa has perfected a mild treatment by

WPJm

which anyone suffering from
failing eyesight cataracts
blindness or any disease of
the eyes can cure themselves
at home Judge George Ed ¬

monds a leading attorney of
Carthage Ills 79 years old
was cured of cataracts on
both eyes Mrs Ludnda
Hammond Aurora Neb 77
years old had cataracts on
both eyes and Dr Coffees
remedies restored her torjer- -

W O CorriE II D feet eyesight If you are
afflicted with any eye trouble writo to Dr Coffeo
and tell him all about it He will then tell you just
what he can do He will also send you Free nt
charge his 80 page bookThe New System of Treat¬

ing Diseases ot the Eye It is full of interesting
and valuable information All cures are permanent
Write to day for youiself or friend to
W 0 COFFEE M D800 Good Block D Moines tt

ff

your kidneys and bladder need immediata
attention

In taking Swamp Root you afford nat-
ural

¬

help to Nature for Swamp Root ia
the most perfect healer and gentle aid to
the kidneys that is known to medical
science

Swamp Root is the great discovery of
Dr Kilmer the eminent kidney and blad-
der

¬

specialist Hospitals use it with
marked success in both slight and severe
cases Doctors recommend it to their
patients and use it in their own families
because they recognize in Swamp Root tho
greatest and most successful remedy

If you have the slightest symptom of
kidney or bladder trouble or if there is a
trace of it in your family history send at
once to Dr Kilmer Co Binghamton
N Y who will gladly send you free by
mail immediately without cost to yon a
sample bottle of Swamp Root and a book
of wonderful Swamp Root testimonials
Be sure to say that you read this gener ¬

ous offer in the AVashington National
Tribune

If you are already convinced that
Swamp Root is what you need you can
purchase the regular 50 cent and 51 size
bottles at drug stores Dont make any
mistake but remember the name Swamp
Root

Brigade Second Division Fourteenth
Corps

AV P Reid our first Colonel resigned
Nov 4 18G3 Henry TJ Banning was
transferred as Lieutenant Colonel from
the 125th Ohio and promoted Colonel Nov
4 he afterwards became a Brevet Brigadier--

General

The regimental roll contained names
not including field and staff of 11S2 men

including 212 recruits who came in in
1S04 130 were killed 95 died of disease
and 0 in rebel prisons Our fighting forco
was diminished by many details Often
we could not muster 20O men for duty

Our first battle was Perryville Other
events participated in were Chickamauga
Lookout Mountain Missionary Ridge
siege of Knoxvillc Buzzards Roost
Snake Creek Gap Rcsaca Rome Kene-
saw

¬

Mountain June 0 to 30 and assault
on Kenesaw June 2i 104 1eachtree
Creek seige of Atlanta Jonesboro Atlan-
ta

¬

to the sea Savannah campaign of the
Carolinas Averysboro Bentonville in¬

cluding the surrender of Johnstons army
at Durham Station

Those who claimed to be members of
this regiment at the Reunion of 1S91 were
19 Captains 20 First Lieutenants 11 Sec¬

ond Lieutenants 1Q2 non commissioned of--
ficers 0 musicians 11 negro cooks and
544 privates The record shows that In-

cluding
¬

officers and enlisted men all told
there were only 244 mustered out with
the regiment June 8 ISCo C R AVab
field Co H 121st Ohio

A CURE FOR AST1IJIA
Asthma sufferers need do longer leave boma

and business In order to be enrol Nature baa
produced a vegetable remedy that will perma-nentl- j-

cure astnma and all disease of the lungs
and bronchial tubes Having tested its wonderful
ruratlvt powers In thousands of cases twlth a record
of 90 per cent permanently cured and desiring to
relieve human suffering I Trill send free of charro
to ivt sufferers from Asthma ConsumpUon Catarrh
Bronchitis nnd nervous diseases tils reclpo lo
Clerman French or EuKllsb with full dirrctlons for
preparing and using ent by mall Address with
stamp naming this paper W A Noyes MI Powers
Block Rochester N Y

PENSIONS
Mr Hunter is a hustler had 117 cases

allowed in one day He is at the Pension
Bureau each day looking up neglected and
rejected cases He will look up yours Only
lawful fee charged and that paid after yoa
have received your money AVrite at once

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension and Patent Attorney

Washington D C

SOLDIERS HOMESTEADS

LAND WARRANTS
fYlXI PAT HIGHEST PRICE
IlEroKi SELLING IV RITE

W L TAYLOR Van Buren Arkansas

SOLDIERS
ADDITIONAL HOMESTEADS
If soldier or sailor of 90 days service In war of

1S61 5 entered less than 1C0 acres before June 23 IS74
In person or bracentwe will bur additional hnmA
stead rlchl Heirs entitled Address with stampwrril it wrwwa - -

817 Hill Street AvaIilnclon DY
FOXS One halfFormerPrice
REGIMENTAL Tho acknowledged authority

LOSSES
IN AMERICAN

CIVIL WAR

uy nu icauing soldiers ana
statisticians Three styles of
binding Cloth at S300 half
morocco at 400 leatherette
at S200 All from same plates

Albanr Publishing Co U Dean St Albanr N V

12th New Hampshire Vols
A comnlete history of the restlmnnrbr Cant A

W Hartlett Historian of tho ith Regiment As
sociation This work is a ponderous roume of 753
luiees with a larite number of wartime portraits
There is also added a complete regimental roster and
other data comprising almost another hundred pages
The book Is well bound and beautifully printed oa
heary paper and It Is hard to conceive how a regi
mental history coma do more complete

We have a few copies of this work which wilt b
sent postpaid together with THE NATIOJJAI
TItlBUNK for one year for SO Address

Till KATIOXAL TIIIUUVE
329 Pennsylvania Ave AVaslilugtou D fV


